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Athenian cloistered city girl.)   Pindar * works this motif into
his exquisite poetry on the Birth of lamos :—
" And she laid down her crimson girdle and her silver
pitcher, and beneath the dark thicket brought forth the
prophet child . . . And he lay hid, mid rushes and in the
depth of the thorn brake, his delicate body plunged in
the brightness of golden and deep purple pansies."—Even so
under our grey northern skies the ballad-makers, with none
of the Greek's elaborate artistry, yet made great poetry
out of the same sorry matter. In a more critical age
Euripides tears the archaic rags of romance from such a
story, in his picture of Ion's mother, who even in middle age
had never in spirit recovered from the violation of her youth ;
seduced, abandoned, and herself abandoning her baby among
the rocks, from shame and fear. Heroines who are detected
are put to death, or escape it by a hair's breadth.
Althaimenes kills his sister Apemosyne 2; Nykteus charges
his brother Lykos with the punishment of Nykteus' daughter
Antiope, who " exposes " her twins, Zethos and Amphion 3 j
Nauplios sells as a slave Auge, the daughter of his friend
Aleos of Arkadia, instead of drowning her, as Aleos bade
him.4 Even in Homer, Odysseus hangs the delinquent
handmaids, who are members of his household; though
it is true that they have added to their sexual laxity the
crime of siding with the greedy and devouring suitors against
their own lord and lady.5
On the other hand, the irregularities of boys and youths
were much less severely censured and, at least usually, not
punished at all—probably more because of the impossibility
of effectively detecting and preventing them than because
of actual indifference. It is quite untrue, though often
asserted or implied, that most Greeks were indifferent to the
sexual behaviour of their sons. At Athens, at any rate, at
least up to the age of the early puberty of the south of
Europe, boys were only less carefully sheltered and looked
1 Swsth Olympian.	2 Apollod, iii, 2, 1, 5,
3 Ib. 5, 5, 6.	* D,S, iv, 33, 10.
5 Od. xxii, 433-478.   Cf, also Hesiod, ap. Apollod. i, 8, 4, 1.

